
                                                     
 
 
 
 

Guidelines For Buying A Second Hand Trailer 
 

These guidelines are similar to those for buying a second-hand car.  The sums involved 
can be similar so why not take the same precautions? 
 
• Second-hand trailers provide good value for money and buying from a recognised 

dealers provides some peace of mind.  All their trailers should have been checked 
and you will have some recompense if the trailer turns out to be stolen. 

 
• Buying from a private owner can be cheaper but carries more risk.  The golden rule 

is ‘if the deal seems too good to be true – then it probably is!’ The market value 
for trailers is well know and if someone is offering one at well below the normal 
price, ask yourself why? 

 
• Always meet the seller at their home address; don’t meet half way in lay-bys or car 

parks.  Then if you do have to try and recover your money, you’ve always got 
somewhere to start. 

 
• The seller should know his way around the trailer, with all it’s features and small 

problems.  Beware of someone ‘selling it for a friend’ who doesn’t appear to have 
an interest in horses 

 
• Ask to see proof of ownership such as their original sales receipt, owners manual 

or if the trailer is registered with TrailerWatch UK then ask to see the Certificate of 
Ownership.  Check to see all the details refer to that trailer.  An honest seller will 
not be offended! 

 
• The most important physical item to check is the manufacturers unique registration 

plate, normally found on the chassis close to the hitch.  It is highly unlikely that 
this will have fallen off during normal use of the trailer.  If there is no plate then 
walk away – there’ll always be another trailer to look at.  Most trailers with 
missing or damaged plates turn out to be stolen. 

 
• Beware of distorted numbers stamped into the A bar. The A bar is made of 

galvanised steel.  Thieves will cut out the metal where the numbers are and replace 
the metal and stamp in new numbers.  This disturbance will cause rust to form.  If 
you see rust in galvanised steel …think to yourself….why is it there?  



 
• Once you’ve found the unique serial number of the trailer, check it with the main 

dealers, with TrailerWatch UK on www.trailerwatch.com or uk horsewatch on its 
web site of www.ukhorsewatch.org.uk .  As an alternative if you know a police 
officer get his/her advice.  They may be able to assist.  

 
• Warning!  Not all serial numbers are correctly given or recorded when theft are 

reported.  If a number comes back negative still proceed with caution. 
 
• Always get a receipt from the seller with their address and the trailer details.  It is 

not uncommon for a stolen trailer to have been through several owners before 
being identified.  Your seller could be innocent, but don’t let yourself be the next 
one in the chain. 

 
• Once you have handed over the money for your trailer you want to keep hold of it 

and prevent it being stolen, we recommend you; 
Register it with TrailerWatch UK 
Buy as many security devices as you can afford 
Insure it 

 
 

Guidelines for Selling A Second Hand Trailer 
 

While there is a ready market for second hand trailer, following some simple guidelines 
will help you achieve the best deal available. 
 
• Look in several of the horse magazines to get an idea what your trailer is worth 
 
• Make sure you can provide written evidence the trailer is yours and register it with 

TrailerWatch UK.  You will get a laminated Certificate of Ownership showing all 
the relevant details for your trailer.  This will save you time and aggravation when 
the purchaser asks for this information. 

 
• Advertise your sale either in one of the horse magazines or a reputable shop that 

specialises in horse accessories/feed.  This way you will get the attention of people 
who may be looking to buy. 

 
• Be clear about why you are selling the trailer and do not be offended if asked. 
 
• Do not allow a purchaser to beat you down in price.  If you have done your 

homework carefully and you are offering the going market rate for your trailer then 
there will always be someone else prepared to offer the asking price. 

 
• If your purchaser offers to pay by cheque then do not allow them to drive the 

trailer away until the cheque is cleared.  This may take up to 7 working days 
depending on your bank,. 

 
• Be prepared to give a written receipt with your name, address and trailer details. 
 
• Once sold inform TrailerWatch UK and the Trailer Manufacturer immediately. 

http://www.trailerwatch.com/
http://www.ukhorsewatch.org.uk/

